I2O    CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

at one consequence from this management, which is of an
extraordinary nature: Generally speaking, princes who have
ill ministers are apt to suffer in their reputation, as well as in
the love of the people: but it was not so with the Q[ueen],
When the sun is overcast by those clouds he exhales from
the earth, we still acknowledge his light and influence^ and
at last find he can dispel and drive them down to the horizon.
The wisest prince, by the necessity of affairs, the misrepre-
sentations of designing men, or the innocent mistakes, even
of a good predecessor, may find himself encompassed by a
crew of courtiers, whom time, opportunity and success, have
miserably corrupted. And if he can save himself and his
people from ruin, under the worst administration, what may
not his subjects hope for, when with their universal applause,
he changes hands, and makes use of the best ?

Another great objection with me against the late party,
was the cruel tyranny they put upon conscience, by a bar-
barous inquisition, refusing to admit the least toleration or
indulgence. They imposed a hundred tests, but could never
be prevailed with to dispense with, or take off the smallest,
nor even admit of occasional conformity;l but went on daily
(as their apostle Tindal expresseth it) narrowing their terms of
communion; pronouncing nine parts in ten of the kingdom
heretics, and shutting them out of the pale of their Church.
These very men, who talk so much of a comprehension in
religion among us, how came they to allow so little of it in
politics, which is their sole religion ? You shall hear them
pretending to bewail the animosities kept up between the
Church of England and Dissenters, where the differences in
opinion are so few and inconsiderable; yet these very sons
of moderation were pleased to excommunicate every man
who Disagreed with them in the smallest article of their
political creed, or who refused to receive any new article, how
difficult soever to digest, which the leaders imposed at
pleasure to serve their own interest.

I will quit this subject for the present, when I have told
one story.2 "There was a great king in Scythia, whose

1 The Occasional Conformity Bill was rejected in 1702, and again in
1703 and 1704. It was, however, passed m 1711; but repealed in
1718. [T. S.]

- "The Medley," No. 14 (January ist, 1710 |>V]), translates this